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Hello all!   

Recently, Conference volunteers have been spending 

most of their invaluable time simply reacting to laws 

chiseled into stone tablets by the oft mentioned Mur-

phy so we can continue holding racing events.  I ap-

plaud those who are working so hard improvising so-

lutions to problems that we couldn’t have even imag-

ined a couple years ago.  Our normally scheduled May 

edition of the Memo was derailed by several of us of-

ficers not getting our submissions to Editor Kevin in a 

timely fashion and then Kevin having some health is-

sues that have prevented him from not only working 

on the publication but also being the normal, cheerful, 

and helpful resource I have leaned on for the last cou-

ple years.  If you are reading this Kevin, from all of us 

here in Conference who greatly appreciate your contri-

butions and your friendship, get well soon!  If you no-

tice this version of the Memo looks a little shabbier 

and less well produced than usual, I cut up some old 

versions of Kevin’s work and pasted this together just 

well enough to get some basic info out and in the pro-

cess, make everyone eagerly anticipate Kevins return. 

May President’s report:  As I get older, I realize I 

sometimes have a tendency to drift away from a 

healthy work/life balance.  So many people I know 

have suffered personally and/or financially from all 

the recent health, regulatory, political, and social up-

heavals so I consider myself to have been pretty lucky 

in comparison.  In talking with people it is pretty clear 

that one of the bigger frustrations is not being able to 

do the things that they think bring value to their lives.  

For many people that is travelling, seeing family and 

friends, enjoying professional sports and concerts, or 

even just casually wandering in to a restaurant to en-

joy a good meal.  In my case, and I am guessing at 

least some of those reading this, I am frustrated by not 

being able to race my car much over the last year 

while surrounded by the kind of great people you find 

at the racetrack.  While I was being grumpy about that 

I realized that when there had been virtually no crazy 

events acting as barriers to racing I had managed to 

miss the season opening race at Portland since 2009!  

Hard to be angry about not having races to attend 

when you have a long history of missing races that 

were right there begging for me to show up.  I decided 

to correct that bad habit and get my car prepped for 

CSCC’s season opener this year.  The weekend was 

beautiful, I saw lots the people at the track that I have 

missed and I knocked a whole lot of racing rust off 

while gathering a decent haul of Championship points.  

Now I am kicking myself for not having made it to the 

first race a little more often for the last decade!  I 

spent some time helping train and making friends with 

some new CSCC volunteers as well.  Cascade has 

done a good job of recruiting and brought some new 

blood to the sport who are bright, personable, and ex-

cited to participate.  Well done!   

As a whole the weekend was overwhelmingly positive 

but I have come to the conclusion that when you have 

most of your members preoccupied with serious and 

unprecedented issues and not racing much if at all for 

over a year there is going to be some rust.  Add new 

volunteers, new rules and procedures, and no RATS 

meeting to work it out preseason and it had to the po-

tential to be a mess.  Not everything went perfectly but 

the experience and dedication of our drivers and our 

volunteers carried us through with flying colors. 

Welcome back!  Get out here and have some fun! 
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June President’s report:  Two weeks after Portland 

International with Cascade we were at Pacific Race-

ways with IRDC.  In spite of rain seeming to threaten 

during the Friday Test and Tune, it never really ar-

rived and was mostly sunny for the entire weekend 

with it actually getting quite warm at times.  Anyone 

who skipped the event at the last minute worrying 

about weather missed another great event.  In several 

groups the front runners looked like they hadn’t lost a 

step and ran very closely fought, very clean and excit-

ing races.   

Unfortunately, the opposite also reared its ugly head 

as a lack of reps last year combined with a bit of ex-

cessive enthusiasm and some mechanical failures led 

to a few cars not leaving under their own power.  I 

will go ahead and get up on a soapbox I generally 

don’t use much.  Nobody wants to have to create and 

monitor draconian rules intended to prevent inci-

dents—as a group we regulate ourselves and want to 

encourage everyone involved to make good, common 

sense decisions.  I like that our races include a pretty 

open level of competition and I think most of us are 

committed to a high standard of “clean” racing.  It is 

absolutely true that if two cars are being operated at 

the extreme edge of their performance envelope by 

talented, competitive drivers for long enough they will 

find themselves in a situation where one or both will 

unexpectedly need a little room to complete their ma-

neuver. By definition cars at the edge of their enve-

lope have no margin left to give and that is usually 

where we find the “racing incident”.  The limit may be 

a car limit, a driver talent limit, or just plain old bad 

luck and neither driver maybe guilty of having inten-

tionally done the other any harm but from an amateur 

racing viewpoint both are guilty of not having backed 

away from the ultimate limit just a couple percent so 

they would have options when problems arise.   I 

would urge everyone to save just enough to have a 

chance at options when one of you makes a mistake.  

I’m not saying anyone should let their competitors win 

because they are afraid they will wreck them if they 

try to pass.  I’m saying some of the best friends I have 

in Conference are guys I can race with at 97% consist-

ently.  Drivers that I can trust and that know they can 

trust me. We are racing for inexpensive trophies, not 

climbing the professional ladder so consider the risk/

reward formula before making a move that has a high 

likely hood of writing off a car. Most of the amateur 

racing organizations open to people like us have a rule 

that says “Responsibility for a safe pass is placed on 

the overtaking driver.” What makes Conference differ-

ent is our rules make BOTH drivers responsible for a 

safe overtake.   

Now, take all of that fine philosophical muttering and 

get yourself out to the Cascade Sports Car Club race at 

Portland International on June 19&20 and the Interna-

tional Race Drivers Club race at Pacific Raceways Ju-

ly 17&18.  Race hard, know who you are racing, and 

race clean. Look out for each other! 

photo by R.Bostrom 
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First race of the year is under our belts.  Weather 
turned for the nice in Portland and we had a good turn 
out.  A bunch of new cars and lots and lots of annuals 
were accomplished.  I suspect the 2nd race at Pacific 
will also have a lot of the same.   
 
 We had a lot of good racing with only a few incidents 
on track.  There was some overdriving through yel-
lows for one group twice during the weekend.  I don't 
know if I can emphasize enough how important it is to 
recognize that when  safety vehicles are deployed and 
boots are on the ground, that we as drivers running 
amateur club racing are responsible for those human 
lives.  There is no acceptable reason to lock up in the 
braking zone, catch oversteer, or go off in a yellow 
zone.  Please recognize the flags and do what you 
know is the right thing to do.   
 
Lets talk scales.  The scales are set for the week-
end.  Drive over them several times outside your ses-
sions.  We will do every attempt to put you over the 
scales for a good weight.  Please do not weigh your 
car coming directly off track unless we require a man-
datory class weigh.  If you do weigh your coming di-
rectly off track and you are underweight we are obli-
gated to DSQ your qualifying times or race result.  If 
you want to know your weight after session, drive 
through the paddock and come back to the scales.  At 
the point, no harm, no foul, no penalty.  The scales 
will be up and running by each club 30 minutes prior 
to the first session of the day. 

You will be seeing a lot a novice racers in the Senior 
groups.  Quite often it could be someone's first 
race.  Conference has built its novice program on the 
back of the Senior drivers watching and critiquing, the 
good, the in between, and the need to improve of the 
Novice races.  Now that the Novices are in Senior 
groups, it is up to the Senior drivers to make contact 
with the Novices in the paddock and talk to them.  Be 
their coach.  Talk to them about what they did 
good.  About what they didn't and how to improve.  It 
really at the heart of ICSCC to take on mentoring role 
to our newest racers.  We all want good fun clean rac-
ing and we want new racers to enjoy and experience 
just that. 

Second race of the season at Pacific Raceways show-
ered us with a beautiful sunny weekend.  There 

seemed to be less issues at the scales this week-
end.  We will keep working them to try and get con-
sistency from track to track.   

I missed out on Saturday that seemed to provide quite 
a lot of action.  Many single car offs resulting in some 
damage to cars and one high speed contact in turn 1 
that resulted in quite serious damage to one of the 
cars.  Thank you Duane Martinsen for helping Mi-
chael on Saturday and also for crushing a ton more 
annuals.  

Sunday had lots of good racing and very little was for-
warded to the Stewards for investigation/action. 

Unfortunately, the Spokane triple header has been can-
celled.  The track is up for sale and rumor has it that 
Spokane County has received an offer for the facili-
ty.  Lets hope that the racetrack survives into the fu-
ture.  

Next race will be mid June at Portland.  

See you soon. 

Cheers, Rick 
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